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SUBJECT: REFUGEES - SOVIET ARMENIAN AND IRAQUI ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANS 

1 . IN THE SPRING OF 1976 OVER 2500 UNHCR MANDATED REFUGEES WERE 
TRANSFERRED BY UNHCR AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES FROM LEBANON TO ATHENS, 
FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS WITH USG AND GOG. LATTER AGREED, THAT OWING 
TO CONFLICT IN LEBANON, REFUGEE GROUP OF SOVIET ARMENIANS AND IRAQUI 
ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANS COULD ENTER GREECE TEMPORARILY FOR PROCESSING 
FOR ONWARD TRAVEL TO OTHER COUNTRIES. ALL OF GROUP HAD PREVIOULSY 
EXPRESSED DESIRE TO ENTER UNITED STATES. BETWEEN MARCH AND MAY 
APPROXIMATELY 90 PERCENT OF REFUGEES WERE APPROVED BY INS AND/OR 
EMBASSY FOR CONDITIONAL ENTRY OR IMMIGRANT VISAS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

SUBSEQUENTLY, ABOUT 25 PERCENT OF REJECTEES WERE ADMITTED THROUGH 
SUCCESSFUL APPEAL OF EARLIER REFUSALS. 

2. FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, REMAINDER OF GROUP CONTINUE AT 
ATHENS AS WARDS OF THE UNHCR AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES. LATTER ARE 
ATTEMPTING ASSIST REFUGEES TO IMMIGRATE TO CANADA AND AUSTRALIA, 

AND CONTINUE TO HOPE USG WILL EVENTUALLY TAKE ANOTHER 128, NINETY- 
FIVE PERCENT OF WHOM ARE SAID TO HAVE CLOSE RELATIVES IN THE 
UNITED STATES (RECENT REFUGEES THEMSELVES). 
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3. THE REMAINING REFUGEES TOTAL 378 PEOPLE, OR 190 CASES (INCLUDING 
85 EGYPTIAN COPTS OR 68 CASES). OF THE REFUGEES, WCC HAS PRESENTED 
144 INDIVIDUALS TO THE CANADIAN EMBASSY, AND 78 INDIVIDUALS TO 
THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY. ICMC HAS PRESENTED 28 INDIVIDUALS TO THE 
CANADIAN EMBASSY, OF WHOM 6 HAVE BEEN REJECTED. ACCORDINGLY, 
REFUGEES REAMINING AT ATHENS FROM THE ARMENIAN/ASSYRIAN PROGRAM 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

NUMBER OF PRESENTED TO REJECTED 


AGENCY 

INDIVIDUALS CASES 

CANADA AUSTRALIA 

ICMC 

47 

23 28 

6 

WCC 

331 

167 144 78 


TOTAL 

378 

190 172 78 

6 


6. SINCE DRAFTING THIS MESSAGE WE UNDERSTAND FROM UNHCR 
REPRESENTATIVE THAT CANADA HAS ACCEPTED 16, AND AUSTRALIA 9, 
WITH HIGH POSSIBILITY THAT ANOTHER 30 TO 50 WILL BE ACCEPTED 
FOR IMMIGRATION IN NEAR FUTURE. 

KUBISCH 
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